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The National Children’s Foot-
ball Alliance (NCFA) has been 
awarded a £67,500 grant 
from The National Heritage 
Lottery Fund towards its Foot-
ball Makes Our Shared His-
tory (FMOSH) project.
The unique sports heritage 
initiative brings together 
Northern Ireland’s Football 
Association, Gaelic Athletic 
Association, Ulster Rugby, Ul-
ster Hockey, Peace Players and 
many more children’s sports 
to celebrate shared history.

With this funding, FMOSH 
will create an exhibition of 
children’s research on how 
sports contribute to our 
shared history and the crea-
tion of peace pitches. It will al-

so fund the creation of peace 
pitches by twinning designat-
ed areas of play with Flanders 
Peace Field in Belgium, site of 
the First World War Christ-

mas Truces in 1914.
Football Makes Our Shared 

Heritage will be launched at 
Queen’s University Belfast on 
Thursday, February 17.

Karl Oakes, head of sport 
at Queen’s, said, “Over the 
last 50 years across our in-
door and outdoor facilities 
and through sport develop-

ment programmes, we’ve seen 
that sport is a fantastic way of 
bringing students from differ-
ent backgrounds together. 

“If we needed a reminder 
of the benefits that sport gives 
us in terms of health and well-
being, social interaction and 
uniting communities, the 
pandemic has certainly given 
us that.”

All research and oral his-
tories collated during the 
project will be included on 
the National Children’s Foot-
ball Alliance website www.
childrensfootballalliance.
com/football-and-peace and 
a short documentary film will 
be screened at Queens Univer-
sity Belfast later this year.

National Children’s Foot-
ball Aliance, projects director, 
Paul Cooper said, “Football 
Makes Our Shared History is 
the essence of play. We are de-
lighted that NI’s great sporting 

associations value commu-
nity games of all disciplines. 
We look forward to seeing the 
children’s work and how they 
connect to their games with 
grandparents, relatives and 
friends. This is about the his-
toric nature of play and how it 
continues to shape our land-
scape.”

Brian McAvoy, CEO of Ul-
ster Gaelic Athletic Associa-
tion, said, “‘We place a great 
emphasis on outreach and 
using sport to bring people 
together from different so-
cial, religious and ethnic back-
grounds. We look forward to 
supporting this project.”

Schools, clubs, groups and 
teams are invited to take part 
in Football Makes Our Shared 
History. A a short documen-
tary film will be screened at 
Queen’s later this year. To find 
out more, visit www.child-
rensfootballalliance.com

Group pictured in the Foyle Down Syndrome Trust in The Shared Future centre. Photo: George Sweeney.  
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