
Childrenwho have for years
enjoyed a kickabout in one of
London’s royal parks are
being told theymust nowpay
up to £30 an hour to play
football on the grass,writes
Justin Stoneman.
The stretch of Hyde Park

near Royal Albert Hall has
been a traditionalmeeting
ground for young footballers
to play on the grasswith bags

or plastic bollards for
goalposts.
In the drive to increase

revenues from the park,
parents are being approached
by officials explaining a new
pay-and-play policy. The
grass can also be hired for
playing Frisbee and other
sporting activities.
DanReinstein, 50, an eye

surgeon, said his two children

Max, 11, and Oscar, 9, had
regularly enjoyed a kickabout
on Saturdays, but the games
were now being stopped
because of the charges. “I
could understand if this was
Astroturf but it’s just grass in
the park. It’s absurd,” he
said. “We’ve a problemwith
childhood obesity andwe
have childrenmeeting to
enjoy a game of football

and someone thinks it is a
good idea to start charging.”
Signs in the parks say a

private companymanages
bookings, with hourly fees for
the community pitches
ranging from£5 to £38.
Commercial dogwalkers
must pay £300 a year for a
licence. Fitness instructors
face charges of up to £1,500
a year.

ORGANISERS HOPE THE STAR WILL ADD HIS FIREPOWER TO A
RECREATION OF THE ENGLAND-GERMANYMATCH IN NOMAN’S LAND

DAVID BECKHAM is to be
called out of retirement to lead
England in a final game against
Germany—but this time in the
name of reconciliation.
The gov e rnmen t i s

arranging the football match to
mark the centenary of the 1914
Christmas truce when peace
briefly broke out along the
Western Front. It wants
Beckham, the former England
captain who retired from the
professional game in May, to
serve as a figurehead and to
appear in the game.
A televised match, to be

played on Boxing Day, 2014 at
Messines, near Ypres, Belgium,
could capture the public imagi-
nation and help resolve the
dilemma of how to strike the
right tone when remembering
a four-year conflict that
claimed 16m lives.
One senior Westminster

source said Beckham, who

with PrinceWilliam and David
Cameron led a bid to bring the
2018 World Cup to England,
couldensure that the commem-
orations will involve people
who might be unmoved by
memorials to bloody battles.
The proposal is to be dis-

cussed by the First World War
advisory group, which includes
the authors Sebastian Faulks
and Pat Barker, and is chaired
by Maria Miller, the culture
secretary. Members of the Eng-
land football team are likely to
be joined by players from the
other home nations and
possibly some serving soldiers.
Star players from the past

may also be invited to make an
appearance. Ernie Brennan,
director of the National Chil-
dren’s Football Alliance, said it
had considered inviting Sir
Bobby Charlton, a member of
England’s World Cup winning
team of 1966, as well as Franz
Beckenbauer, a defeated
finalist in 1966, who led his side
to victory in 1974.

A football teamreflecting the
multiracial modern game,
would also symbolise the
contribution of ethnic
minority soldiers who fought
for the Allies. David Cameron
has previously highlighted the
life of Walter Tull, thought to
be the first black officer in the
British Army, who played for

TottenhamHotspur anddied in
combat in March 1918, and
wants to highlight the role of
black soldiers from South
Africa and troops from India.
A spokesman for the culture

department said: “The unoffi-
cial Christmas truce on the
Western Front in 1914 was a
poignant moment during the

GreatWar.We are keen to see it
marked in some way as part of
the centenary project and
staging a football match feels
like the right way to do it.”
Don Mullan, creator of The

1914 Christmas truce project, is
raising £1.25m for a football
pitch and small stadium on the
Flanders Peace Field near

Messines. After the commemo-
rative game, the pitch will
be used for children from
around the world to play in
matches to promote interna-
tional understanding.
Brennan wants games to

involve not only children on
educational tours of the battle-
fields but also those from

gangs, referral units and dys-
functional families.
In 1914, German soldiers lit

candles on small Christmas
trees sent from home, and
placed them on the parapet of
their trenches. British soldiers
heard carols drifting over No
Man’s Land on Christmas Eve.
Curious, some raised their
heads, and, when no shots
were fired, they cautiously
stood up and made their way
towards the singing.
The opposing sides agreed a

truce for Christmas Day and
they met again, swapping cap
badges, posing for pictures,
showing each other family
photographs and playing
football.
Visitors to Messines have

placed footballs beside a
modestwoodencross commem-
orating the truce. Nearby is the
Irish Peace Park, opened in
1998 by the Queen and Mary
McAleese, then the Irish presi-
dent, to mark the point where
Irish soldiers fought side by

side. For Brennan, the moment
when the guns fell silent was a
“mass act of insubordination”
when “men reverted . . . to
childhood”. Generals feared
that the ordinary soldier might
refuse to continue the war.
The young Adolf Hitler,

billeted a few fields away at
Bethlehem Farm, lambasted
his comrades for their unmili-
tary conduct: “Such things
should not happen in wartime.
Have you Germans no sense of
honour left at all?”
At one stage he was treated

for injuries in a field hospital
set up in the crypt of St Niklaas
church in Messines — and
painted a watercolour of it.
Rather than inspire him to
peace, his time on the frontline
helped sow the seeds of future,
evenmore devastating conflict.
For the British side, there is

unfinished business on the
football field. The war diaries of
Kurt Zehmisch, a 24-year-old
soldier in the 134th Saxons,
record a 3-2 German victory.

Kids’ kickabouts now cost £30 an hour
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David Beckham, far
right, may help
re-enact the wartime
Christmas truce

Beckham called up
for 1914 replay
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