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Introduction 

bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ Cƻƻǘōŀƭƭ !ƭƭƛŀƴŎŜ όb/C!ύ ƛǎ ŀ Ŏƻŀƭƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀƎŜƴŎƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎŀŦŜƎǳŀǊŘ 

and advance the rights of children in football. As a humanistic voice and advocate for children, the 

NCFA also acts as a focal point and network for those individuals and organisations seeking sustainable 

partnerships, information, education and/or training on child-centred approaches and children's 

rights in football.  The NCFA seeks to protect childhood through football.  

The Peace Fields Project (PFP) is an extension to the Heritage Lottery Funded 2014 Football & Peace 

Project, inspired by the Christmas Truces of 1914, it considered how a symbolic moment of First World 

War history relates to the contemporary mission of the NCFA.  A number of NCFA projects have 

engaged children and young people from vulnerable groups which are outside the radar of structured 

football.  PFP linked the escapism of play with the historic and explored conflict resolution.  It provided 

young people with the opportunity to research their heritage in the First World War through the 

medium of sport.  The PFP provided teachers with the opportunity to engage pupils in subjects across 

theƛǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ curricular, using sport as a vehicle.  It also engaged local primary schools, families and 

members of the community who participated in research and activities.  All participants pledged to 

twin their designated areas of play with Flanders Peace Field, Messines, Belgium.  This commitment 

has created a legacy for commemorating the First World War and celebrating peace through play on 

every anniversary.  
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Outcome aims 

¶ School children at three levels: 5 hub schools, 50 link schools and at least 50 network schools 

will have gained local First World War knowledge, an understanding of their heritage and why 

commemoration is important. 

¶ School learning packs and supporting resources to aid their PFPs will be produced. 

¶ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇ ǘƘŜ Cƻƻǘōŀƭƭ ϧ tŜŀŎŜ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΩǎ tCtǎ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƭƛƴƪǎ ǿƛǘƘ 

other schools, clubs and organisations undertaking First World War activities. 

¶ School children from the hub schools will have a better understanding of the First World War 

through a range of different learning and produce project work aided by their experience. 

¶ Iǳō ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎΩ ŎƻƳƳŜƳƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜŘ ŀǊŜŀ ƻŦ Ǉƭŀȅ 

with Flanders Peace Field, the involvement of the Royal British Legion and other organisations. 

¶ A project film will be produced 

¶ Local media networks, social media and newsletters will promote the PFP. 

¶ Iǳō ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎΩ will have their names added to the Peace Wall in Messines. 
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Background / brief history 

The NCFA work closely with the Peace Village, Messines, Belgium, on developing International Football 

& Peace Projects.  Further to the successful Heritage Lottery Funded Football & Peace Project the PFP 

was established in Kent when the NCFA approached 10 schools that were considered to have vibrant 

History and Sports departments.  Following this, the History and PE teachers at all 10 schools 

expressed an interest in the PFP and requested details to present to their line managers and head 

teachers.   It was felt that teachers who showed a passion for their subjects would be best placed to 

manage their respective school project.  It was also considered that the schools participating in the 

PFP should represent a broad spectrum of education from across Kent. 

¶ Letters of support for the PFP: Sean Carter, Strategic Projects and Partnership Manager, Kent 

County Council, 14/01/14.  Helen Grant, Minister for Sport, Tourism and Equalities, 02/05/14.  

Francis Morton, Director, War Memorials Trust, 30/06/14.  Professor Mark Connelly, Director 

of Gateways to the First World War, Kent University 07/07/14.  Sarah Corn, Museum 

Development Office for Kent & Medway, 11/07/14. Matti Vandemaele, General Manager, 

Peace Village, 13/01/15.  Rosalind Meredith, Learning Officer, Maidstone Museum, 14/01/15.  
(See appendix 1, page 25.) 

The NCFA provide access for children to all forms of education through football.  There was a clear 

indication from the above-mentioned experts that the need for a PFP would best engage young people 

from diverse backgrounds, on a level of heritage, history and sport, which had yet to be contextualised 

in contemporary themes.  It was also considered that football would not be the sole sporting activity 

of the programme.  Although inspired by the Christmas Truces football games, the PFP would embrace 

many other sports documented at home and abroad throughout the First World War.    

 

¶ David Evennett, Acting Sports, Heritage & Tourism, MP, said, άLǘ ƛǎ ŀōǎƻƭǳǘŜƭȅ ŎǊǳŎƛŀƭ ǘƘŀǘ 

young people are involved in the commemoration one hundred years on from the events of 

the First World War".  http://www.childrensfootballalliance.com/football-and-

peace/page/2/  

The NCFA focused its resources on the PFP that would actively engage partners on helping develop 

the programme and listen to the schools that participated.  It was also important that all partners felt 

valued in terms of input and they were given the opportunity to extend their respective networks 

through the PFPΩǎ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ǇǊƻŦƛƭŜ.  Hub schools where consulted as set out in the project plan 

http://www.childrensfootballalliance.com/football-and-peace/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/PEACE-

FIELDS-PROJECT-PLAN.pdf  

The growing enthusiasm for the PFP drew attention from International organisations from Slum 

Soccer, India, http://www.childrensfootballalliance.com/football-and-peace/india/ and P.L.A.Y 

(Participation in the Lives of African Youth), Ghana, 

http://www.childrensfootballalliance.com/football-and-peace/ghana/ .  Both countries with close ties 

to the First World War.   

 

 

 

http://www.childrensfootballalliance.com/football-and-peace/page/2/
http://www.childrensfootballalliance.com/football-and-peace/page/2/
http://www.childrensfootballalliance.com/football-and-peace/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/PEACE-FIELDS-PROJECT-PLAN.pdf
http://www.childrensfootballalliance.com/football-and-peace/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/PEACE-FIELDS-PROJECT-PLAN.pdf
http://www.childrensfootballalliance.com/football-and-peace/india/
http://www.childrensfootballalliance.com/football-and-peace/ghana/
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Recruitment 

Schools were recruited on the basis of their enthusiasm for the project, their links in the community 

with the First World War, their strong reputation in the teaching and learning of sport and history. The 

schools that participated were able to thread the PFP into their academic year with no disruption to 

their respective school curriculum.   It was important that all the above-mentioned partners and 

schools were confident in delivering the project at an age appropriate level.  Teachers asked their 

respective pupils (girls and boys) to volunteer for the project.  All five schools reported that they were 

inundated with volunteers.  Up to 25 ǇǳǇƛƭǎ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ŜŀŎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǘŜŀƳ and up to a further 

150 represented each ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ǎǇƻǊǘǎ ǘŜŀƳs as well as volunteers and organisers; the average age was 

15 years old.   

Who was involved. 

Participants 

School Project team Twinning Ceremony, 
exhibition & sports 

event 

Staff/Volunteers 

Abbey School, 
Faversham 

25 
10 female / 15 male 

101 
 

30 

Herne Bay High 
School 

25 
12 female / 13 male 

105 35 

High Weald 
Academy 

25 
14 female / 11 male 

106 45 

Oasis Academy 
Isle of Sheppey 

25 
12 female / 13 male 

107 25 

Thamesview 
School 

25 
13 female / 12 male 

90 21 

 

 

ΨThe Peace Field Project was the perfect tool to engage pupils that find history boring and in reverse 

engage pupils that find sport challenging.  Many of our pupils took ownership of the project and 

produced outstanding pieces of work. Jack Long, Project Manager, Abbey School, Faversham. 

ΨRecruiting students for The Peace Field Project was easy ς mention football and the project team 

ǿŀǎ ǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǳǇ ƛƴ ŀ ŦƭŀǎƘΩΦ  Chris Gregory, Project Manager, Herne Bay High School, Herne Bay. 

ΨLǘ ǿŀǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎ the number of girls that participated.  The inclusivity of different sports 

ƘŜƭǇŜŘΩΦ  Joe Swash, Project Manager, High Weald Academy, Cranbrook. 

Ψ²Ŝ ƘŀŘ ƴƻ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ǊŜŎǊǳƛǘƛƴƎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ƛƴ ŦŀŎǘ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƻǾŜǊ-subscribed with 

ŎŀƴŘƛŘŀǘŜǎΩΦ  Paul Murray, Project Manager, Oasis Academy, Isle of Sheppey. 

ΨhǳǊ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƳŀŘŜ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƧƻǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tCt ǘŜŀƳΦ  ! ƎƻƻŘ ƳƛȄ ƻŦ ƎƛǊƭǎ ŀƴŘ ōƻȅǎ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ 

ǎƻƳŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǿƻǊƪΩΦ  Ed Martel, Project Manager, Thamesview School, Gravesend.   
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Project Partners 

Organisation Project team Football & Peace Day 
Celebration / 

Exhibition 

Volunteers 

NCFA 3 10 10 

British Army 
Football 
Association 

1 6 1 

Gateways to The 
First World War 

3 1 2 

Kent County 
Council Libraries, 
Registration & 
Archives 

2 1 1 

Maidstone 
Museum 

2 1 2 

Royal British 
Legion  

1 10 1 

War Memorials 
Trust  

1 1 1 

 

Ψ²Ŝ ǿŜǊŜ ǇƭŜŀǎŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊ ǘhat the call to Army Cadets led to the British Army being represented at 

all twinning ceremonies.Ω Bill Thompson, British Army F.A.  

ΨIt was great to work with so many school children who were eager to learn more about the First 

World War.Ω  Dr Emma Hanna, University of Kent. 

ΨThe project enabled me to gain a valuable insight in to some of the activities and events my 

colleagues within the Organisation are involved in running, as my primary role an observer job 

shadowing one of the project partners. I was also able to participate and assist with the running of 

the events which enabled a greater level of interaction with the project and was an enjoyable 

experience.Ω Hardeep Hunjan, Planning Applications Group, Kent County Council. 

ΨThe Peace Field Project is one of the best projects I have ever worked on in terms of cross curricular 

and intergenerational relationships.  Many members of staff including myself have enjoyed the 

experience and learnt a lot in the delivery from young people.  It really is a unique project that brings 

people together and as a shared experience I would like to see us do it againΦέ Rosalind Meredith, 

Maidstone Museum. 

Ψ¢ƘŜ wƻȅŀƭ .Ǌƛǘƛsh Legion working alongside young people to commemorate the First World War can 

ƻƴƭȅ ōŜ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦΩ  Richard Cast, The Royal British Legion. 

Ψ²ŀǊ aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭǎ ¢Ǌǳǎǘ ƛǎ ŘŜƭƛƎƘǘŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ tŜŀŎŜ CƛŜƭŘǎ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ ŀƴŘ ƎƛǾŜ ǘƘŜ ȅƻǳƴg 

ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ŀƴ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ǿƻǊƪ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ǿŀǊ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŀƭǎΦΩ  Ruth 

Cavandar, War Memorials Trust. 

 

 

 

 



8 
 

Activities 

Each hub school project team researched their heritage at home, at school and in the community.  

Online resources and research tools were provided by ¢ƘŜ b/C!Σ YŜƴǘ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩǎ DŀǘŜǿŀȅǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

Frist World War, Kent Libraries, and Registration & Archives, Maidstone Museum and the Kent 

aŜǎǎŜƴƎŜǊΩǎ tǊŜǎǎ hƴƭƛƴŜΦ  CǳǊǘƘŜǊ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ƭinks to National, regional and local resources, meant that 

the teams could use the PFP website to discuss their work and upload their projects.   

Outreach workshops facilitated by the NCFA, Kent Libraries, Registration & Archives (KLR&A) 

supported the respective Ƙǳō ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎΩ projects with a short film, presentation and discussion, which 

contextualised the prƻƧŜŎǘ ǘŜŀƳǎΩ ǿƻǊƪΦ   {ƻƳŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ took part in filmed interviews giving their 

opinions about why commemorating WW1 is important, which later featured in the PFP short film.  

Students were supported by KLR&A which provided them with guidance in terms of their project work 

which was later featured oƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜ ¢ǿƛƴƴƛƴƎ /ŜǊŜƳƻƴȅΩǎ Exhibition Day 

ΨL ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛǘ ŜƴƧƻȅŀōƭŜ ϧ ǊŜǿŀǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƭƛƴƪ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŀǊŎƘƛǾŜ ϧ ƭƻŎŀƭ Ƙistory resources with this imaginative 

cross-curricular participative project. I enjoyed my experience of working with the PFP manager, 

plus the teachers & students of 5 different Kent schools. All project participants were open to 

explore the material thaǘ L ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ƛǘΦΩ Rob Illingworth, Community Heritage 

Service Officer, Kent County Council. 

Ψ¢ƘŜ tCt Ŏƭŀǎǎ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƴŜǿ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ taught me about how Faversham was aŦŦŜŎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ²²мΩ.  J 

West, Students, Abbey School. 

ΨLǘ ǿŀǎ ŦǳƴΩ. Addy, Student, Herne Bay High School, Herne Bay. 

Ψ²Ŝ ƭŜŀǊƴǘ ŀ ƭƻǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ Ŧƻƻǘōŀƭƭ ǘŜŀƳǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǊ ŀƴŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŦǊƻƳ /Ǌŀƴōƻƻƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǊΩ. G Pettitt, 

Student, High Weald Academy, Cranbrook. 

ΨLǘ ǿŀǎ Ŧǳƴ ŀƴŘ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭΩ.  K Kerswell, Student, Oasis Academy, Isle of Sheppey. 

ΨL ƭŜŀǊƴǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƭƛǾŜŘ ƴŜŀǊ meΩ. Maddie, Student, Thamesview School. 

 

Thamesview School. Students being interviewed 12th October 2015 for the PFP film which is featured 

ƻƴ ǘƘŜ Cƻƻǘōŀƭƭ ϧ tŜŀŎŜ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΩǎ tCt ǇŀƎŜǎ, http://www.childrensfootballalliance.com/football-and-

peace/peace-field-project/ .  The picture features the Peace Poppy Football which was donated to the 

PFP by LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ Cƻƻǘōŀƭƭ !ƭƭƛŀƴŎŜ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎ, One World Play Project.  Also featured in 

the picture above are PFP 2016 medals which were presented to all students that participated in the 

project. 

http://www.childrensfootballalliance.com/football-and-peace/peace-field-project/
http://www.childrensfootballalliance.com/football-and-peace/peace-field-project/
http://www.oneworldplayproject.com/
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Schools attended a lecture and interactive learning session at Kent University facilitated by PFP 

partners Gateways to the First World War.  This was the first time students had experienced a 

university environment.  The experience provided them with a good insight into further education and 

a level of First World War knowledge by experts.  The 40-minute lecture, given by Dr Emma Hanna 

from the Gateways to the First World War project, gave an overview of the conflict of 1914-1918. It 

provided the historical context of the war both at home and abroad, and helped to draw out some 

themes in relation to the subjects the schools had chosen to study in further detail. After the lecture 

there was a question and answer session, many students took part showing their enthusiasm for the 

subject.  Herne Bay High School received an award for quality of their questions.  The second part of 

the event was an interactive workshop designed around historical sources relevant to each hub 

school's chosen focus.  

ΨLǘ ǿŀǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǘƻ work with so many school children who were eager to learn about the First World 

²ŀǊΩ.  Dr Emma Hanna, Gateways to The First World War.   

ΨL ƭŜŀǊƴǘ ŀ ƭƻǘ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ Ǝƻǘ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘΩ.  J West, Student, Abbey School. 

ΨLǘ ǿŀǎ Ŧǳƴ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ L ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀ ƭŜŎǘǳǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ŜƴǘŜǊǘŀƛƴƳŜƴǘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǊΩ.  F Howell, 

Student, Herne Bay High School, Herne Bay. 

ΨL ƭŜŀǊƴǘ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ƴŜǿ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ŀ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŜƴƧƻȅŀōƭŜ ǿŀȅΩ.  A Farley, Student, High Weald Academy, 

Cranbrook. 

ΨL ƭŜŀǊƴǘ Ƙƻǿ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ²²м ƛǎ ǘƻ .Ǌƛǘŀƛƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŀƭƭƛŜǎΩ.  J Bangs, Student, Oasis Academy, Isle of 

Sheppey. 

ΨLǘ ǿŀǎ ŦǳƴΩ. S Willis. Student, Oasis Academy, Isle of Sheppey.  

 

Herne Bay High School pick up a PFP award at Kent University, 7th December, 2015.  The award was 

presented by Dr Emma Hanna to the school that offered the most input and interesting questions 

about the First World War in Kent whilst engaging in the workshop. The packed audience watched a 

number of short films which provided further resources and information for all the PFP hub schools.   
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SŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǘŜŀƳǎ visited Maidstone Museum, Maidstone, where they discussed their project 

work with museum staff, as well as with volunteers and enthusiasts.  A drama based presentation was 

given by The Queens Own West Kent Living History Group, ΨThey Shall Grow Not OldΩ, which enabled 

students to inspect relics and items from the First World War.  Many students dressed up in various 

uniforms from the period and took part in various scenarios, re-enacting recruitment situations and 

first aid methods.  Some students were interviewed for the PFP film and talked about their experience 

whilst taking part in the class. 

Ψ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǇƭŜŀǎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ how the project was received here at the Maidstone Museum. I heard 

ƎǊŜŀǘ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΦ  hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƻȅǎ ǎŀƛŘΣ Ψ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ ǎƻ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎΩΦ  ²ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻȅǎ ǿŜǊŜ 

ōŜƛƴƎ ŘǊŜǎǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǳƴƛŦƻǊƳΦ L ǿŀǎ ŎƘŀǘǘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƻȅǎ ǿƘƻ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƛǎŜ ƛt would 

be so interestingΩΦ  wƻȊ aŜǊŜŘƛǘƘΣ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ hŦŦƛŎŜǊΣ aŀƛŘǎǘƻƴŜ aǳǎŜǳƳΦ 

ΨLǘ ǘŀǳƎƘǘ ƳŜ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǊ ǿŀǎ ŦƻǳƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜŀǇƻƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǳǎŜŘ ǿƘƛŎƘ L ŦƻǳƴŘ Ƴƻǎǘ 

ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎΩ.  B Rickard, Student, Abbey School. 

ΨL ƭƛƪŜŘ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ Ǝƻǘ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ Ƨƻōǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƭŀǎǎΩ.  

O Newman, Student, Herne Bay High School, Herne Bay. 

Ψ! ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƎƻƻŘ Řŀȅ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŀǊƴǘ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘΩΦ /ƘŜƭǎŜŀΩΣ IƛƎƘ ²ŜŀƭŘ !ŎŀŘŜƳȅΣ /ǊŀƴōǊƻƻƪΦ 

ΨL ƭƛƪŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƳǳǎŜǳƳ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊǎ ƘŀŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǊΩ.  C 

Fisk, Student, Oasis Academy, Isle of Sheppey. 

ΨLǘ ǿŀǎ ŜƴǘŜǊǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ Ǝƻǘ ǘƻ ŘǊŜǎǎ ǳǇΩ. D Greenway, Student, Thamesview School, Gravesend. 

 

Thamesview SchoolΩǎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŀƛŘ ǊƻƭŜ Ǉƭŀȅ.  A number of students were given the opportunity 

to wear authentic First World War uniforms to empathise with the soldiers and nurses of the day. All 

students were fully engaged in the interactive workshops where they could see, touch and smell 

artefacts from the period.   
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The Twinning Ceremony, Exhibition and Sport Events Day; each Hub School invited local primary link 

schools to participate in their Twinning Ceremony with Flanders Peace Field, Messines, Belgium.   

Each hub school organised their own ceremony to commemorate the First World War which included 

the Last Post performed by a local Royal British Legion, Army Cadets, local priest to bless the 

designated area of play and key speeches from special guests.     

 

Oasis Academy, Isle of Sheppey, twinning ceremony which took part on the designated area of play 

where distinguished guests, primary link schools, volunteers and participants witnessed key speeches, 

readings of First World War poetry, The Last Post and the signing of the Declaration for Peace.   

The Last Post at the Oasis Academy was performed by a year 9 student who was later invited to join 

the local cadets and play the last post at a number of their ceremonial events.   

 

IƛƎƘ ²ŜŀƭŘ !ŎŀŘŜƳȅΩǎ !ǊƳȅ /ŀŘŜǘǎ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƭŀƎ ōŜŀǊŜǊǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ŎŜǊŜƳƻƴȅΦ  

wŜǾŜǊŜƴŘ !ƴƴ tƻƭƭƛƴƎǘƻƴ ōƭŜǎǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜŘ ŀǊŜŀ ƻŦ Ǉƭŀȅ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ƭƛƴƪ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎΩ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǎƻǿŜŘ 

poppy seeds in the garden of remembrance.  Reverend Ann Pollington blessed the High Weald 

Academy Peace Plaque too and said, Ψ¢ƘŜ ǇŜŀŎŜ ŦƛŜƭŘ ƛǎ ŀ ƭŜƎŀŎȅ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƳƻƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ǿƘƻ 

Ǉƭŀȅ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎǇƻǊǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƎŀƳŜǎ ƻƴ ƛǘΩΦ   

hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎŜŘ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎΩ ŎŜǊŜƳƻƴƛŜǎ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ respect 

shown by all young people at the moment when The Last Post was performed. Paul Cooper, National 

Projects Director, said, ΨThe Abbey School ceremony was very touching and speeches were very 

moving.  The Last Post was clearly observed by many young people for the first time which made 

ǘƘŜ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴ ǾŜǊȅ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭΩ.   
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Schools organised and assembled their PFP exhibition with meticulous attention to detail.  Students, 

staff, volunteers, project partners and members of the public, viewed the exhibitions with many 

parents and carers commenting on the standard of work.  Faversham Councillor Tom Gates saidΣ ΨL ŀƳ 

so impressed with the standard of work on display.  It is a credit to the school and to the community 

which will benefit all that play on the peace ŦƛŜƭŘΩ.   

 

 

Abbey School, Faversham, PFP Exhibition. 21st June, 2016.  Special Guest Helen Whately, MP for 

Faversham said, άLǘ ǿŀǎ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀǘ !ōōŜȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ƛƴ CŀǾŜǊǎƘŀƳ ǘƻ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ 

twinning of their sports pitch with Flanders Peace Field, the site of the 1914 Christmas Truces.  It 

was a touching tribute to all those who gave their lives in the Great War and it was fantastic to see 

ǎƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƎŜǘ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŎŜƴǘŜƴŀǊȅ ȅŜŀǊΦέ 

   

 

Herne Bay High School, Herne Bay, PFP Exhibition 28th June, 2016, was in conjunction with First World 

War history lessons for primary link schools facilitated by Herne Bay High School pupils.  Special Guest, 

Councillor George Metcalf, said, ΨLǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘŦǳƭ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǿƻǊƪ ŀƴŘ ǾŜǊȅ ƛnteresting 

ƭƻŎŀƭ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƛƴ ŀ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ ǿŀǊΩΦ An estimated 500 people viewed each Ƙǳō ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ exhibition.  Each 

schoolΩs events were covered by local press and uploaded onto PFP and school websites, as well as 

broadcasted on social media (see page 23). 
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Each hub school invited special guests to support their event.  One of the highest profile special guest 

speakers was the Head of Education at the Peace Village, Messines, Belgium. 

 

Simon Louagie, Head of Education, The Peace Village, said, Ψ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ for peace in twinning 

designated areas of play with Flanders Peace Field.  The Peace Village is delighted to welcome PFP 

ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ƭŜƎŀŎȅΩ.   

 

Adam Holloway, MP for Gravesham, said, Ψ¢ƘŜ tCt ƛǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƛŘŜŀ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ tool for 

ȅƻǳƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƻƭŘŜǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘǳŀƭƛǎŜ ŀ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ƛƴ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΩ.   

 

Reverend, Simon Young and Paul Cooper, National Projects Director at the NCFA speak about the 

importance of remembrance at the Abbey School PFP Ceremony 21st June 2015 
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The signing of the Declaration for Peace was an integral part of the twinning ceremonies which 

officially twinned the designated area of play with Flanders Peace Field.  The Declaration of Peace 

recognises the United Nations Annual pledge to peace on International Day of Peace 21st September.   

 
 

The Declaration for Peace and The PFP Plague exist on site of the designated area of play and 
a duplicate of the Declaration is kept at the Peace Village, Messines and a duplicate plaque is 
displayed on the Peace Wall over-looking the site of the 1914 Christmas Truces, Flanders Field.   

 

 

PFP Plaque displayed at High Weald Academy, Cranbrook.  29th June, 2016. 
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Each PFP Plaque and Declaration for Peace were issued with authentication codes which will be kept 

on record and held at the Peace Village, Messines, Belgium.  A Declaration of Peace was signed by the 

Head Teacher of each hub school and a member of the NCFA pledging to uphold the spirit of the 1914 

Christmas Truces on their respective Peace Field. 

 

Head ¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊΣ IŜǊƴŜ .ŀȅ IƛƎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭ όƭŜŦǘύ ŀƴŘ /ƻƭƛƴ CŀǊƭŜȅΣ CƻǳƴŘŜǊ aŜƳōŜǊΣ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 

Cƻƻǘōŀƭƭ !ƭƭƛŀƴŎŜ όǊƛƎƘǘύ ǎƛƎƴ ǘƘŜ tŜŀŎŜ CƛŜƭŘΩǎ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ 5ŜŎƭŀǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ tŜŀŎŜΦ 

 

Caitrin Woodend, Head Teacher, Abbey School (left) and Jack Long, Project Manager, Abbey School 

(right) unveil the PFP Plaque which officially twins their designated area of play with Flanders Peace 

Field, Messines, Belgium.  

 

Harry Ingham, Headteacher, Herne Bay High School (left) and John Carmichael, NED, International 

/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ Cƻƻtball Alliance, sign the PFP Declaration for Peace. 
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Presentations; PFP commemorative medals were presented to students in recognition of their hard 

work.  Tee shirts were distributed amongst all participants and commemorative poppy balls were 

presented to primary link schools.   

 

Abbeys School students proudly display their PFP medals 21st June, 2016. 

 

Herne Bay High School present Peace Field Poppy Balls to their guests from primary link schools, 28th 

June, 2016. 

 

IƛƎƘ ²ŜŀƭŘ !ŎŀŘŜƳȅΩǎ ƎǳŜǎǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƭƻŎŀƭ primary link schools plant poppy seeds in ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ 

memorial garden, 29th June, 2016. 
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Sports; an estimated 500 attended and participated at each of the sports event.  The games ranged 

from football, rounders, rugby, tug of war, canon run, mine field and javelin.  All the sports were 

facilitated by volunteers from the respective Schools Sports Leadership Programmes.     

Each hub school invited local primary link schools to enter a sports team that took part in the Twinning 

Ceremony Sports Event Day.  Before the activities took place, a twinning ceremony commemorating 

The First World War facilitated by the hub school and PFP partners was observed by up to 500 people 

at each event.  

After the sports activities hub schools presented PFP medals and tee shirts to their project teams.  

They also presented each primary link school with a peace poppy ball.  A token for the respective 

primary schools to kick start their PFP and twinning their designated area of play with Flanders Peace 

Field. 

 

{ƻƳŜ ƻŦ !ōōŜȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ƭƛƴƪ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ƭƛƴŜ ǳǇ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇŜŀŎŜ Ŧƻƻǘōŀƭƭ ǘƻǳǊƴŀƳŜƴǘΣ нмst 

June, 2016 

 

Herne Bay High School, cannon run, 28th June, 2016. 

 

High Weald Academy, javelin completion, 25th June, 2016. 
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hŀǎƛǎ !ŎŀŘŜƳȅΣ ƪƛŎƪŜŘ ƻŦŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ƭƛƴƪ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎΩ ǇŜŀŎŜ ǘƻǳǊƴŀƳŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŦǊƛŜƴŘƭȅ ƳŀǘŎƘ ǇƭŀȅŜŘ 

in the spirit of the 1914 Christmas Truces.  All players were dressed in memory of First World War 

soldiers, 15th June, 2016. 

 

Thamesview School serve up a rounders tournament for their primary link schools, 30th June, 2016. 

!ƭƭ ǎǇƻǊǘǎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŎƭƻǎŜƭȅ ƭƛƴƪŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎΩ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ communities 

in the First World War.   

Ψ¢ƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛǘ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ connecting sports that they play today in the community with the 

sports that were played ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩΦ  Jack Long, Project Manager, Abbey 

School. 

Ψ¢ƘŜ ƛŘŜŀ ƻŦ ŦŜŀǘǳǊƛƴƎ ŀ Ŏŀƴƻƴ Ǌǳƴ ǿŀǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǇǳǇƛƭǎ.  They put their heart and soul into organising 

ǘƘŜ ǊŀŎŜǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀŦŦ ŦƻǳƴŘ ǾŜǊȅ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎƛƴƎΩ.  Chris Gregory, Project Manager, Herne Bay High 

School. 

After they viewed the exhibition and visited the memorial gardens, the sports games proved to be 

very popular with the primary link schoolsΩ.  Joe Swash, Project Manager, High Weald Academy. 

Ψ¢ƘŜ ǊŜ-enactment of the Christmas Truces football game was very popular with our primary link 

schoolsΩ pupils.  The peace football tournament too was very well attended and enjoyed by 

ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΩΦ  Paul Murray, Project Manager, Oasis Academy. 

Ψ¢ƘŜ ǎǇƻǊǘ chosen to commemorate the First World War by our students was rounders.  We think 

the spirit of the Christmas Truces played a part in the all inclusivity ƻŦ ƛǘΩΦ  Ed Martel, Project Manager, 

Thamesview School.   
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Outcomes Achieved 

¶ Students from five hub schools; ninety-three hub school students out of 125 completed their 

feedback forms.   

A.             Please tick Yes No 

Did you enjoy the first Peace Fields Project work shop 
given by the Kent Libraries? Please explain why? 

81 12 

 
óIt was a good insight to WW1ô. Ryan, Herne Bay High School. 
 

 

B            Please tick Yes No 

Did you enjoy the lecture at Kent University? Please 
explain why? 

68 25 

 
óIt was cool and I have never done anything like this beforeô.  K Carnish, Abbey School 
 

 

C            Please tick Yes No 

Did you enjoy the work shop at Maidstone Museum? 
Please explain why? 

93 0 

 
óLots of activities to join in with. Information presented in affective wayô. E Wright, Thamesview 
School 
 

 

Forty-four link schools out or fifty attended the hub schools twinning ceremonies, exhibitions and 

sports events. http://www.childrensfootballalliance.com/football-and-peace/primary-schools/  

Forty-six networks schools contacted the NCFA regarding further information on the PFP. 

http://www.childrensfootballalliance.com/football-and-peace/primary-schools/  

¶ Produce school learning packs and supporting resources to aid their PFPs. 

All hub schools and link schools received learning packs with introduction notes from project partners: 

NCFA, Kent Libraries, Registration and Archives, Maidstone Museum and Gateways to the First World 

War, University of Kent.   

Supporting resources from YŜƴǘ aŜǎǎŜƴƎŜǊΩǎ tǊŜǎǎ Online was made accessible for hub schools to 

help aid their project research.   

Additional information was added to the PFP learning packs: War Memorials Trusts leaflets providing 

information about local memorials and how to volunteer plus The Royal British Legion leaflets 

providing information about the importance of remembrance.   

A copy of The Black Football Heritage Book featuring First World War footballers was also inserted 

into the PFP learning pack. Project managers were asked to use the book as a reward to a student that 

produced the most interesting work.   

Further information about PFP partners The Peace Village was place in to the packs along with a packet 

of Flanders Poppy Seeds. 

http://www.childrensfootballalliance.com/football-and-peace/primary-schools/
http://www.childrensfootballalliance.com/football-and-peace/primary-schools/
http://www.childrensfootballalliance.com/football-and-peace/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/PFP-Introduction-by-Project-Manager.pdf
http://www.childrensfootballalliance.com/football-and-peace/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/KCC-Pack-Summary.pdf
http://www.childrensfootballalliance.com/football-and-peace/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Maidstone-Museum-Pack-Summary.pdf
http://www.childrensfootballalliance.com/football-and-peace/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Gateways-Pack-Summary.pdf
http://www.childrensfootballalliance.com/football-and-peace/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Gateways-Pack-Summary.pdf
http://www.childrensfootballalliance.com/football-and-peace/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/KM-Pack-Summary.pdf
http://www.warmemorials.org/
http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/remembrance/how-we-remember/
http://www.childrensfootballalliance.com/the-black-football-heritage-book/
http://www.peacevillage.be/en
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¶ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇ ǘƘŜ Cƻƻǘōŀƭƭ ϧ tŜŀŎŜ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΩǎ tCtǎ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŎǊŜŀte International links with 

other schools, clubs and organisations undertaking First World War activities. 

¢ƘŜ Cƻƻǘōŀƭƭ ϧ tŜŀŎŜ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΩǎ tCt ǇŀƎŜǎ now features pages for primary and secondary schools to 

submit their project work for uploading.  All hubs schools now have their PFP pages which continue to 

be updated and serve as their schoolΩs virtual memorial to The First World War as well as their 

celebration of peace on their twinned designated area of play: 

¶ ABBEY SCHOOL, Faversham. 

¶ HERNE BAY HIGH SCHOOL, Herne Bay. 

¶ HIGH WEALD ACADEMY, Cranbrook. 

¶ OSAIS ACADEMY, Isle of Sheppey.  

¶ THAMESVIEW SCHOOL, Gravesend. 

 

¶ School children from the hub schools will have a better understanding of the First World War 

through a range of different learning and produce project work aided by their experience. 

 

D            Please tick Yes No 

Did the Peace Field Project help you learn about local 
history in World War One? Please explain how? 

90 3 

 
óYes, we found out about different local schools in the warô. K Kersell, Oasis Academy 
 
 

 

E            Please tick Yes No 

Does the Peace Field Project help you make links 
between history and sport?  Please explain how? 

92 1 

 
óIt connected sport with historyô. G Pettitt, High Weald Academy.  
 
óI learnt that at one point in history the soldiers all realised they were human and opposing 
armies played football with each otherô.  B Rickard, Abbey School. 
 

 

F            Please tick Yes No 

Did the Peace Field Project help you discuss WW1 with 
members of your family or older people in your 
community? Please explain why? 

66 27 

 
óDiscussed it with my parents at home and grandparents tooô N Francis, Oasis Academy 
óI wondered if my dad could give me any extra information because he knows quite a lot about the wars 
and was something we could share an interest inô.  Anonymous, Thamesview School.  
 
óIt enabled me to provide interesting information that my whole family enjoyed learning aboutô A 
Farley, High Weald Academy.  
 

 

 

http://www.childrensfootballalliance.com/football-and-peace/abbey-school/
http://www.childrensfootballalliance.com/football-and-peace/herne-bay-high-school/
http://www.childrensfootballalliance.com/football-and-peace/high-weald-academy/
http://www.childrensfootballalliance.com/football-and-peace/isle-of-sheppey-academy/
http://www.childrensfootballalliance.com/football-and-peace/thamesview-school/
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G            Please tick Yes No 

Did the Peace Field Project make you feel differently 
about modern day football & sport? Please explain how? 

63 30 

 
óI now feel sport should be about peace throughout the worldô.  F Todd, High Weald Academy. 
 
óBecause back then people played football for peace ï now itôs for moneyô. D Greenway, 
Thamesview School.   
 
óYes, I now play my football differentlyô.  C Kershaw, Abbey School. 
 
óIt reinforced that todayôs football is too commercialô. J Bangs, Oasis Academy 

 

H            Please tick Yes No 

Is it important to have a Peace Field at your school? 
Please explain why? 

93 0 

 
óWe need oneô. Claire, Herne Bay High School. 
 
óIt makes our school more well-known and promotes football without argumentsô.  B Rickard, 
Abbey School. 
 
óYes, it is so much more than just historyô.  M Robbins, Thamesview School. 
 

 

I            Please tick Yes No 

Have you used the Peace Field Project website? Please 
explain how? 

63 30 

 
óI was interested in finding out more information about the project and visiting the website really 
helped.ô E Humphreys, High Weald Academy.   
 
óI looked at the schoolsô webpage to learn more about the projectô. K Oliver, Herne Bay High 
School. 

 

¶ Hub ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎΩ ŎƻƳƳŜƳƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜŘ ŀǊŜŀ ƻŦ Ǉƭŀȅ 

with Flanders Peace Field, the involvement of the Royal British Legion and other organisations. 

Iǳō ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎΩ ŎƻƳƳŜƳƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ wƻȅŀƭ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ [egion, local churches, local 

MPs and local Army Cadets.   

The forty-four link schools out or fifty attended the hub schools twinning ceremonies, exhibitions and 

sports events. http://www.childrensfootballalliance.com/football-and-peace/primary-schools/ They 

all received a commemorative Peace Poppy Ball along with information on how to get involved in the 

PFP 

The forty-six networks schools that contacted the NCFA regarding further information on the PFP all 

received project leaflets and access to their schools PFP online webpage. 

http://www.childrensfootballalliance.com/football-and-peace/primary-schools/  

 

http://www.childrensfootballalliance.com/football-and-peace/primary-schools/
http://www.childrensfootballalliance.com/football-and-peace/primary-schools/



