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Press release

For immediate release

The Football Makes Our Shared History Project announce that
OAKGROVE Integrated College are the first school in Derry-
Londonderry to twin their playing fields with Flanders Peace Field.

ORGANISERS of a unique sports heritage initiative have brought together Northern Ireland’s Football
Association, Gaelic Athletic Association, Ulster Rugby, Ulster Hockey, Peace Players and many more
children’s sports to celebrate their shared history.

The Children’s Football Alliance (CFA) was awarded a grant from The National Lottery Heritage Fund
towards its Football Makes Our Shared History project, which culminate in exhibitions of children’s
research on how sports contribute to our shared history and the creation of peace pitches by twinning
designated areas of play with Flanders Peace Field in Belgium, site of the First World War Christmas Truces
in 1914.

Oakgrove Integrated College are the first college to achieve twinning their playing designated areas of play
with Flanders Peace Pitch. Chris Porter, Oakgrove Integrated College, PE Teacher and Project Manager,
said, ‘The feel good factor project has been fantastic for all our students and the outcome of twinning
our pitches with one of the world’s most poignant areas of play is an honor. The Oakgrove Peace
Pitch is more than just a legacy of a great project, it is testament to all sports that bring people
together and form friendships to celebrate peace through play’.

All research collated during the project is on display on the Children’s Football Alliance website:
http://www.childrensfootballalliance.com/football-and-peace/ and a short documentary film has been
uploaded to encourage other schools and clubs to take part.

Oakgrove Integrated College twinning ceremony takes place 10am, Friday 20" January 2023 and will be
attended by The Children’s Football Alliance, director, Ernie Brennan, added: “Football Makes Our
Shared History works on a multitude of levels in terms of cross curricular learning. Oakgrove
Integrated College have been outstanding participants and have represented their communities and
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city, with great enthusiasm and dignity. The college have revealed the historic nature of play and
how it continues to shape our landscape.”

Schools, clubs, groups and teams are invited to take part in Football Makes Our Shared History. To find
out more, please visit www.childrensfootballalliance.com

Notes to editors

For more details, contact Ernie Brennan on 07813 082584 or email erniebrennan@thecfa.co.uk
Alternatively, call Paul Cooper on 07875 283093 or email paulcooper@thecfa.co.uk Chris Porter,
Oakgrove Integrated College Project Manager: 07547 305169.
cporter281 @oakgrovecollege.derry.ni.sch.uk

The Children’s Football Alliance was established in 2008 to enhance children’s development through play.
The CFA seek to protect childhood through play.

About The National Lottery Heritage Fund

Using money raised by The National Lottery, The National Lottery Heritage Fund inspires, leads and
resources the UK's heritage to create positive and lasting change for people and communities, now and in
the future. www.HeritageFund.org.uk.

Follow @HeritageFundNI on Twitter and @HeritageFundNorthernlreland on Facebook and use the
hashtag #NationalLotteryHeritageFund

Since The National Lottery began in 1994, National Lottery players have raised over £43 billion for projects
and more than 635,000 grants have been awarded across the UK.
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